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Listing of Claim*: 

1 . (Currently Amended) An aircraft engagement assembly comprising: 
a frame, said fram0 defining a floor; 

a first floor panel pivotfcdlyjassociated with said frame fbr. rotation about a generally horizontal 
first axis, s;aid first floor panei defining a first floor surface; 

a second floor panel pivbtobly a ssociated with said first floor panel for travel g enerally along a 
direction of travel orthogonal to said fest-horizbntaljist axis, said second floor panel 
defining a second floor surface; and 

a belt member disposed Over an upper surface of said sepond floor panel, said belt member being 
configured; for slicUng displacement over said upper surface responsive to a displacement 
of said second floor panel relative to said first floor panel, wherein said belt member 
forms a length adjustable second floor surface disposed proximate said first floor surface 

wherein said secoAd flfibr panel defines m edge which forms a portion of a perimeter of said 
frame floor. 



2. (Origiiial) The aircraft engagement assembly of claim 1 further including at least one 
side panel pivotedty associated; with said first floor panel for rotation about a side of said first 
floor panel, said side panel defining a third floor surface. 

3 . (Original) Theiaircraft engagement assembly of claim 2 further including a drive 
structure associated with- said side panel for drivingly rotating said side panel about an axis of 
rotation, 

4. (Amended) The aircraft engagement assembly of claim 1 further comprising structure 
for dksplaoinp moviqg j said second floor panel olidinglvalon | g relative to said first floor panel 
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5. (Original) The Aircraft engagement assembly of claim 1 wherein said first horizontal 
axis is oriented perpendicular to a direction of travel of fiaid second floor panel. 

6. (Original) The aircraft engagement assembly of claim 1 wherein said second floor 
panel is mechanically connected to said first floor panel. 

7. (Previously Amended) An aircraft engagement assembly for use in a passenger 
boarding bridge, skid assembly comprising: 

a frame adapted for coflnfectiori with a passengfer boardiiig bridge, said frame defining a floor; 
a first floor panel liaviijgla first end positioned a4jacent said floor, said first floor panel being 

pivotedly associated with said frame for rotation: about a first horizontal axis; 
a second floor panbl, mechanically connected to said first floor panel for slidable displacement 

along said first floor panel, said second floor panel being positioned wherein a first edge 

of said second floor panel forms an edge of said floor; 
first structure for temporarily retaining said first floor panel in a preselected orientation relative 

to said frame; . • 

second structure for forcedly displacing said second floor panel relative to said frame, sad 
a belt member disposed Over an upper surface of said sebond floor panel, said belt member being 
configured: for sliding displacement over said upper surface responsive to a displacement 
of said seebnd floor. panel relative to said first floor panel, wherein 6aid belt member 
forms a length adjustable second floor surface disposed proximate said first floor surface. 

8. (Previously Amended) The aircraft engagement assembly of claim 7 wherein said first 
horizontal axis is oriented generally : perpendicular to a direction of travel of said second floor 
panel. ', 
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9. (Original) The aircraft engagement; assembly of claim 7 wherein said first floor panel 
includes two supplemental panels oriented parallel and spacedly from one another , said second 
floor panel being positioned intermediate said two supplemental panels. 

10. (Original) The aircraft engagement assembly of claim 9 wherein said supplemental 
panels are adapted to rotate about said first horizontal axis. 

1 1 . (Previously Amended) An aircraft engagement assembly comprising: 
a frame, said frame defining a floor; 

a first floor panel pivotedly associated with said frame for rotation about a generally horizontal 
first axis, said first floor panel defining a first floor surface; and 

a second floor panel pivotedly associated with said frame for rotation about a generally 

horizontal second axis, said second floor panel defining a second floor surface;_aQd 

a belt member disposed over an upper surface of said second floor panel, said belt member being 
configured; for sliding displacement over said upper surface responsive to a displacement 
of said second floor panel relative to said first floor panel, wherein said belt member 
forms a length adjustable second floor surface disposed proximate said first floor surface, 

wherein said second floor panel defines an edge which forms a portion of a perimeter of said 
frame floor. 

12. (Original) the aircraft engagement assembly of claim 1 1 further comprising structure 
for rotating said second floor panel about said second horizontal axis. 

13. (Previously Amended) The aircraft engagement assembly of claim 1 1 wherein said 
first horizontal axis is oriented perpendicular to said second horizontal axis. 

14. (Original) the aircraft engagement assembly of claim 1 1 wherein said second floor 
panel is positioned adjacent said first floor panel. 
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15. (Origirial) The aircraft engagement assembly of claim 1 further comprising structure 
for displacing said second floor panel slidingly within said first floor panel. 

16. (Cancelled 1 ) 

1 

17. (Previously Amended) The aircraft engagement assembly of claim 1 wherein a 
proximal end of said belf member is secured to said first floor panel. 



18. (Previously Amended) The aircraft engagement assembly of claim 1 wherein a 
distal end of said belt member is secured to said first floor panel. 

19. (Original) The aircraft engagement assembly of claim 18 wherein said distal end of 
said belt member is fitted with a cable structwb, said cable structure being trained about a pulley 
structure attached to said! second floor panel, said cable structure being further secured to said 
first floor panel. 

20. (Original) The aircraft engagement assembly of claim 1 wherein said first floor panel 
includes two lateral edges, said assembly further including at least one side panel pivotedly 
attached to said fiime for rotation about a horizontal third axis, said side panel forming a third 
floor surface extending from said frame to one of said lateral edges of said first floor panel 

21 . (Original) The aircraft assembly of claim 20 wherein said third floor surface extends 
from said frame to a lateral edge of said second floor panel. 

: . • • 

22. (Original) The aircraft assembly of claim 20 further including a drive structure for 
dfivingly rotating Said side panel about said horizontal third axis. 
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23. (Previously Amended) Ah aircraft engagement assembly comprising: 
a frame, said frnnp defining a floor, 

a first floor panel ^ivotedly associated with satd frame for rotation about a generally horizontal 

first axis, said first floor panel defining a first floor surface; and 
' . * * 

a second floor panel pivotedly associated with said frame floor rotation about a generally 

horizontal second axis, said second floor panel defining a second floor surface; and 

a belt member disposed Over an upper surface of said second floor panel, said belt member being 

configured for sliidirtg displacement over said upper surface responsive to a displacement 

of said second floor panel relative to said first floor panel, wherein said belt member 

forms a lerigth adjustable secidnd floor Surface disposed proximate said first floor surface 

wherein said second flow panel is positioned intermediate an edge of said first floor panel and an 
edge of said fhune floor. 

24 (Original) The aircraft engagement assembly of claim 23 further comprising structure 
for rotating said fftst floor panel about said first horizontal axis. 

25. (Original) the aircraft engagement assembly of claim 23 further comprising structure 
for rotating said second floor panel about said second horizontal axis, 

26. (Original) the aircraft engagement assembly of claim 23 wherein said first horizontal 
axis is oriented parallel tb said second horizontal axis. 



. 6 
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27. (Original) The aircraft engagement assembly of claim 26 wherein said first horizontal 
axis is oriented co-lineiur with said second horizontal axis. 

28. (Original) The aircraft engagement assembly of claim I wherein said second floor 
panel is positioned adjacent said first floor panel 

29. (Original) the aircraft engagement assembly of claim 1 wherein said second floor 
panel is positioned intermediate an edge of said first flobr panel and said frame floor. 

30. (Previously Amended) An aircraft engagement assembly for use in a passenger 
boarding bridge, said assembly comprising: 

a frame adapted fewr connbetion with a passenger boardirig bridge, said frame defining a floor; 
a first floor panel havirig:a first end positioned adjacent paid floor, said first floor panel being 

pivotedly associated with said frame for rotation 1 about a first horizontal axis; 
a second floor panel, haying a first end positioned accent said floor, said second floor panel 
being pivotedly. associated with said frame for rotation about a second horizontal axis, 
said second floor paiael being positioned intermediate a first edge of said first floor panel 
and an edge of said floor; 
first structure for temporarily retaining said first floor pdnel in a preselected orientation relative 
to said frame; and 

second structure for temporarily retaining said Second flbor panel in a preselected orientation 

relative to said ftamo LSIld 
a belt member disposed over an upper surface of said second floor panel, said belt member being 
configured! for sliding displacement over said upper surface responsive to a. displacement 
of said second floor panel relative to said first floor panel, wherein said belt member 
forms a length Adjustable second floor surface disposed proximate said first floor surface. 
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31. (Amended) the aircraft engagement assembly of claim 30 wherein said first 
horizontal axis is Oriented generally perpendicular to a direction of passenger travel over said 
first floor panel. | 



32, (Previously Amended) The aircraft engagement assembly of claim 30 wherein said 
second horizontal jaxis is oriented generally perpendicular to a direction of passenger travel over 
said second floor panel, I 



33. (Original) The ; aimaft engagement assembly of claim 30 wherein said first floor 
panel includes a supplemental panel rotatably associated with said first floor panel, said 
supplemental panel extending between said first floor panel and said second floor panel when 
said panels are positioned in a generally horizontal orientation. 



34. (Original) The aircraft engagement assembly of claim 33 wherein said supplemental 
pane! is adapted to rotate about an axis oriented parallel: to an edge of said first floor panel 



35. (Original) The aircraft engagement assembly of claim 30 wherein said first floor 
panel defines two opposing edges, spacedly positioned from one another, said assembly further 
comprising two side panbls, each said side panel being hinged to a respective said edge of said 
first floor panel, e&ch rfaid side panel being postionable in a first orientation co-planar with a 
plane of a floor suir&cd defined by said first floor panel,: each said side panel being also 
positionable in a second orientation wherein said side panel extends upwardly from said first 
floor panel at an atigel jfrbtri said plahe of said first floor surface to form a border guard for said 
floor surface. 



8 
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36.; (Currently amended) An aircraft engagement assembly comprising: 
a frame, said framfe defining a main floor and a support structure for said main floo r, - said support 
structur e itioluding a oab ; 

a first floor panel dioplaootibly associated with said frame for pivoted movement about a 
generally Horizontal axis, said first floor panel defining a first floor surface; 

a second floor pane l r secjff&l {6 said first floor 8 panel, dioplagooblv ofloooiated with said fir s t - fle e r 
prae k said : second floor panel being arranged for sliding movement alone said frame in a 
direction perpendicular to said generally horizontal axis, said second floor panel defining 
a second floor surface, 

37,1 (Previously added) The aircraft engagement assembly of claim 36 further 
comprising 

a belt member disposed 6ver an upper surface of said sefcond floor panel, said belt member being 
configured for sliding displacement over said upper surface responsive to a displacement 
of said secbnd floor panel relative to said first floor panel, wherein said belt member 
forms a leiigth adjustable second floor surface disposed proximate said first floor surface. 

38. : (Previously added) The aircraft engagement assembly of claim 36 wherein 
said second floor panel i& siidably displaceable relative to said first floor panel. 

39J (Previously added) The aircraft engagement assembly of claim 36 further 
comprising a control GOnsoje associated With said cab, said first floor panel being positioned 
intermediate said control console and said second floor panel. 

40. ; (Previously added) The aircraft engagement assembly ofclaim 39 wherein 
said first and second floor panels are visible from said control console. 

41 . (Currently amended) An aircraft engagement assembly comprising: 
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a frame, said frani'e defiiiing a floor; 

a first floor panel displaceably associated with said frame, said first floo r panel having a first end 
and an opposing: second end, said first floor panel being mechanically associated with said 
frame and <b*nged for pivoted rotation about a ge nerally horizontal axis, said generally 
horizontal axis being oriented collinearlv with said first end, said first floor panel defining 
a First floor surface; and 

a second floor pariel displao e ably aooooioted with said ftrot floor pan e l, secured to said first floor 
panel said second floor panel being sl idablv associated with said frame for motion along 
a diratiori perpendicular to said horizontal axis; said second floor panel defining a 
second floor surface, 

42.j (Previously added) the aircraft engagement assembly of claim 4 1 further 
comprising a belt! member disposed over an upper surface of said second floor panel, said belt 
member being configured for sliding displacement over- said upper surface responsive to a 
displacement of said second floor panel relative to said first floor panel, wherein said belt 
member forms a lbngtft atftustable second floor surface disposed proximate said first floor 
surface. 

43 J (NeW) The aircraft engagement assembly of claim 41 wherein said first and 
second floor panels are disposed within an opening defined within said floor, 

44; (New) The aircraft engagement assembly of claim 41 wherein said frame 
further defines a control iarea for housing controls for activating said first and second floor 



45. (Nbw) The aircraft engagement assembly of claim 44 wherein said control 
area is positioned ion aiteft side of said aircraft engagement assembly from the vantage point of a 
user exiting the aircraft Engagement assembly and entering an aircraft. 

. : , 10 
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46.: (New) The aircraft engagement asseinbly of claim 45 wherein said first and 
second floor panels are positioned intermediate said control area and a leading edge of said 
aircraft engagement assembly. 

47J(New) An aircraft engagement assembly comprising: 

a frame, said frame including a main floor and' a support structure, including a cab* said main 

floor being pivotally associated with said frame and said cab; 
a first floor pivotajly associated with said maiti floor for rotation about a generally horizontal first 

axis, said first floor defining a first floor surface; and 
a second floor, slidablyjassociated with said first floor panel, generally along a direction of 

travel perpendicular to said first horizontal axis,; said second floor defining a second floor 
surface; ; 

48. ; (New) An aircraft engagement assembly comprising: 
a frame, said frame defining a floor; 

a first floor panel pivotedly.associated with said frame for rotation about a generally horizontal 

first axis, md first floor panel defining a first floor surface; 
a second floor panel, associated with said first floor patiel for movement along a direction of 
travel perpendicular to said horizontal axis, said jsecond floor panel defining a second 
floor surfete; attd 

a belt member disposed over an upper surface of said second floor panel, said belt member being 
configured for Sliding displacement over said upper surface responsive to a displacement 
of said second floor panel relative to said first floor panel, wherein said belt member 
forms a letigth adjustable second floor surface disposed proximate said first floor surface 

wherein said second flobfr panel defines afc edge which forms a portion of a perimeter of said 
frame floot 

' 11 
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